[G] [Answering this same question,] R. Isaac bar Nahman in the name 


of Samuel: “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 9:27) [means]: It shall not 
pass [the fifteenth day].” 


[H] Or perhaps that refers to the ninth and tenth [of Adar]? 


[I] Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “[With reference 
to Est. 9:22, ‘Like the days wherein the Jews had rest from their 
enemies’ ] It is not written, ‘days,’ but rather, “Like the days.’ Set 
up [additional] ‘days’ corresponding to the [stipulated] ‘days’: the 
eleventh and twelfth against the fourteenth and fifteenth.” 


[J] Or perhaps it is the twelfth and the thirteenth corresponding to 
the fourteenth and fifteenth? 


[K] Said R. Helbo, “The thirteenth was a day of fighting. It then 
testifies as to its own character, that there is no rest on that day 
[for reading the Megillah].” 


[L] If so, then if they do not read the Megillah on that day, 
should they read on the days before it or after it? 


[M] And on it [the thirteenth] do they not read the Megillah? 


[Surely they do. Accordingly, the argument built on, “Like 
the days,” is null.] 


[N] “Like the days” [means] days that are adjacent to “the 
days,” [i.e., “like the days” serves to exclude reading 
the Megillah on the ninth and tenth days, for they are 
not “as the days,” that is, days adjacent to those days on 
which they read the Megillah]. 


[O] But if [we refer to] days adjacent to those days [on 
which they read the Megillah], this must mean the 
sixteenth and seventh [of Adar]. 


[P] Impossible [70a]. For R. Abbahu said in the name of R. 
Eleazar: “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 9:27) [means]: It 
shall not pass [the fifteenth day].” 


[Q] [Dealing with this same matter,] R. Isaac bar Nahman 
in the name of Samuel: “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 
9:27) [means]: It shall not pass [the fifteenth day].” 


[I:2 A] It has been taught in the name of R. Nathan, “The entire month of 
Adar is valid for the reading of the Megillah.” 


[B] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


